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URBAN BLIGHT IS LITERALLY 

DESTROYING THE HAWAI'I  OF 

THE PAST; AND THE FUTURE.  

How We Can Eliminate It And Why We Must  
 

Summary: 

 
Graffiti, illegal dumping, related forms of vandalism and 

other so-called "quality of life crimes" can no longer be regarded as 

merely a public nuisance. Vandalism that creates urban blight is a 

crime with insidious consequences that are both seen and unseen.ḣ
Whatôs unseen is far more insidious than visual pollution. There's 

overwhelming evidence that urban blight creates an atmosphere of 

disorder that leads to higher crime rates, including the commission 

of violent offenses.  

 

In Hawai'i, the economic consequences of blight are 

particularly ominous. 

 
THE SPECTACULAR BEAUTY OF HAWAI`I IS WHAT FUELS TOURISM; THE 

ENGINE OF OUR ECONOMY. URBAN BLIGHT IS COMPLETELY INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH VISITORS' EXPECTATIONS OF HAWAI`I  

AS A TROPICAL VACATION PARADISE.  
 
The economic damage wrought by graffiti is staggering. On Oahu alone; miles upon miles of 
concrete and stately lava-rock walls, have had their original maintenance-free characteristics 
destroyed by graffiti, or by graffiti covered with miss-matched paint. The jaw-dropping cost of 
this senseless vandalism is in the BILLIONS. 
 
Likewise, miles upon miles of spectacular beaches and parks are peppered by broken glass, 
cigarette butts, and punctuated by piles of rubbish.  Litter is strewn upon cliffs, (even near tourist 
spots like Blow Hole on Oahu). Litter is also found in caves and sequestered in foliage.  
 
.. "once you leave the tourist areas  ,... ...  thereôs trash and graffiti all over, thereôs a lot of 
homeless people, etc. Behind the facade of paradise is the gutter of real Hawaii. "

1
 

                                                 
1
 ƄAnonymous military  http://crystalattice.gidblog.com/2007/10/02/hawaii-sucks 

http://crystalattice.gidblog.com/2007/10/02/hawaii-sucks
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Urban blight and other quality-of-life problems, creates an impression that lawlessness has 
triumphed over civil-society, fostering more uncivilized behavior. Increased drug-dealing; 
muggings; street prostitution are the wages of urban blight. Some homeless individuals feel free 
to engage in aggressive-panhandling; public urination & defecation. Sacrosanct areas like 
Waikiki are not immune. 
 
"We are among those many visitors who spend thousands of dollars to visit Hawai'i each year. 
... ... it was by far the worst trip we've had here because of the homeless ... ... the wreaking 
stench...  ... may force us, along with many others, not to return to Waikiki."

2
 

 
"I was literally shocked at the increase of graffiti that is plaguing the island of Oahu ... ...  a 
patchwork quilt from hell. ... ... the City of Honolulu is on the defensive, simply covering up 
(in a rather poor manner) the effects of graffiti."

3
 

ḣ Anonymous tourist/blogger & former resident 
 
"Wow, maybe I don't want to go to Hawaii? It's sad how a government, or lack thereof, can 
destroy a place." 

4
 

ḣAnonymous blogger's response to blogger above  
 
"We have had millions of visitors that have been our strongest advertising message, going 
back to their cities and countries describing the wonders of Hawaii, the beauty of its shores 
and landscapes, and the friendliness and kindness of its people. And for a long time they did 
that. But now the trend is reversed. No one is singing the praises of Hawaii anymore and our 
"leaders" should ask themselves why."

5
 

 
Blight also hurts the morale of locals, and their enjoyment of Hawai'i`s urban and natural 
wonders. Moreover, OUR FAILURE TO STOP A SMALL GROUP OF ANGRY, 
NARCISSISTIC YOUTH FROM VANDALIZING PROPERTY, DESTROYS OUR FAITH IN 
OUR LEADERS' ABILITY TO SOLVE MORE COMPLEX PROBLEMS. 
 

Studies from around the world show that itôs possible to 

eliminate, not just mitigate, graffiti, illegal dumping, and other 

forms of vandalism that cause urban blight. The key is vigorous and 

simultaneous implementation of five inter-dependent strategies, 

referred to here as "the five 'T's": 

 

                                                 
2
 ḣAnonymous tourist; Letters to the Editor, Honolulu Star Bulletin , (January 15, 2010) 

3
 ḣAnonymous tourist/blogger & former resident 

http://areyoudoingallyoucan.blogspot.com/2009/03/public-administration-grade- 
4
 ḣAnonymous blogger's response to blogger above http://areyoudoingallyoucan.blogspot.com/2009/03/public-

administration-grade-for-state.htm 
5
 ḣ Franco Mancassola, founder of Discovery Air and Debonair Airways & former VP of Continental Airlines;  

http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20090420_Cleaning_needed.html 
Letters to the Editor, Honolulu Star Bulletin, (January 15, 2010) 

http://areyoudoingallyoucan.blogspot.com/2009/03/public-administration-grade-for-state.htm
http://areyoudoingallyoucan.blogspot.com/2009/03/public-administration-grade-for-state.htm
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1. Tough penalties, even for first-time offenders.  

2. Total eradication; everywhere and on everything. 

3. Timely eradication; within 12 to 24 hours. 

4. Technologies; to catch vandals and technologies to 

eradicate blight, that are effective but inexpensive. 

5. Teaching young people and the general public the 

serious consequences of urban blight. 

 
"Best practice graffiti reduction models, nationally and internationally, recognize that an 
effective approach to graffiti reduction needs to incorporate five areas of interventions: 
prevention; education; removal; community engagement; and sanctions."  

6
 

 

Failure to employ these strategies is far more costly in the 

long-term than is implementation. Furthermore, the economic 

impact of urban blight and subsequent loss of tax revenue, reduces 

our government's ability to solve more serious problems. 
 

                                                 
6
 "The State" The Western Australian State Government  http://wa.gov.au/ 
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The True Cost of Blight; 

Decreased Tax Revenues; Increased Crime & 

Violence;  ḣA Price We Canôt Afford  

Summary of What the data shows: 

¶ Graffiti, perhaps the most pernicious form of urban blight, is a "gateway crime", 

where many vandals eventually commit more serious offences. Graffiti 

vandalism, commonly referred to as "tagging", is often committed by groups of 

taggers referred to as "crews". Most taggers are males between the ages of twelve 

and twenty-one. The scrawls they create are usually initials or ñstreet namesò;  ḣ
monikers unique to each individual.  

¶ Taggers are addicted to the narcissistic thrill of having their monikers displayed in 

public, and by "breaking the rules" with impunity. They crave the camaraderie 

and admiration of their peers, which they often refer to as ñfameò. "Fame" can be 

acquired by creating artistically complex graffiti, or by simply vandalizing 

massive amounts of property. Fame can also be earned by tagging dangerous, 

difficult -to-reach locations. Taggers usually exhibit their work by uploading 

pictures to on-line "graffiti galleries". 

¶ Taggers "breed" more taggers. Referred to here as ñthe brushfire effectò, the very 

presence of graffiti acts like sparks in a wildfire, inspiring other individuals to 

become taggers, who in turn create more graffiti. In virtually every jurisdiction 

around the world, when non-comprehensive laws were enacted with the goal of 

merely ñreducingò graffiti, tagging has grown worse. This is because virtually all 

forms of crime self -perpetuate.ḣ The brushfire analogy is a good way of 

explaining why blight grows worse unless radically robust comprehensive 

measures are implemented: ḣIf a fireman used an insufficient amount of water to 

fully extinguish a small brush fire, it would be exponentially larger the next day, 

covering hundreds if not thousands of acres. Likewise, non-comprehensive laws 

in mainland cities, have allowed tagging and it's sinister cousins, gangs and gang 

violence, to explode into a massive conflagration. 
7
 

 

                                                 
7
 .ñGRAFFITI, THEFTS Gangôs Impact Limited Law Enforcement Officials in Waukesha County, Credit 

Pro-Active Strategyò; The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (February 26, 1996) Written by Jessica McBride; 
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¶ Social scientist Kees Keizer, of the University of Groningen in the Netherlands, found 
that people were twice as likely to steal an envelope full of money in an alley that was 
full of graffiti compared to a clean one. Subjects were also twice as likely to litter. 

8
 

¶ Although most taggers are not part of violent gangs, a culture of lawlessness 

flourishes in graffiti-marked, rubbish-strewn, unkempt neighborhoods. The Los 

Angeles Police Department found that graffiti and litter-strewn streets, increase 

other forms of crime because it creates a perception amongst criminals that law-

enforcement is impotent. Graffiti also increases other forms of blight such as 

illegal dumping and litter, which in turn leads to more graffiti; ð 

òBesides defacing public and private property, graffiti and illegal dumping signals disorder in 

a neighborhood and invites crime. The physical condition of a neighborhood .. sends clear 

signals to potential offenders about the likelihood of (not) (sic) being apprehended..ò 
9
   

TAGGING CREWS CAN TAKE ON THE CHARACTERISTICS OF VIOLENT 

STREET GANGS,  AND OFTEN EVOLVE INTO FULL -FLEDGED STREET GANGS. 
 
"EMS was in heavy competition with rival crew WKS, for turf and respect. In 2006, this 
escalated from the walls (the traditional way crews do battle) into stabbings and shootings."  

10
 

 
A gang taking root in one neighborhood can literally cause the formation of gangs in other 
neighborhoods, as kids form or join gangs to protect themselves from other gangs.  
 
"... ... from suppressing graffiti and quality-of-life offenses ... ... We know that if seemingly 
petty offenses like jumping turnstiles and aggressive panhandling are left unchecked, they 
create the environment in which more dangerous crime flourishes....  
... We've driven crime 20% lower than it was four years ago. During 2004, we had the fewest 
murders since 1963. ... ... A third of the way into the current year, homicides are down another 
14% ... ... " 

11
 

¶ The metamorphosis from tagging crew to violent street gang, usually begins when 

they start turf wars with other crews by crossing out their tags. In large mainland 

cities, these disputes frequently escalate into violent confrontations where stray 

bullets often kill innocent adults and children. Some people are shot in their own 

homes, when rounds from powerful assault rifles smash through their walls.  

                                                 
8
 Ƅ Study of Social Scientist Kess Keizer of the University of Croningen, the Netherlands; 

www.sciencenetlinks.com/sci_update (10/31/2009) 
9
 ñGraffiti and Illegal Dumping ò The Los Angeles Police Department; www.lapdonline.com December 9, 2007 

10
 stabbings and shootings."  
ḣ" Tagging Up In Denver " Westworld  (June 2007 story) 
11

 Ƅ New York Citizen's Crime Commission breakfast Ƅ "why quality of life crimes such as graffiti and illegal 
dumping must be taken seriously." "the problem people/problem places approach [strategy]" Michael Bloomberg, 
Mayor, New York City (circa 2004) 

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/sci_update
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¶ In Los Angeles, a forty-four year-old man was murdered when he confronted 

taggers in the San Gabriel Valley. A police investigation revealed that the tagging 

crew he confronted was selling drugs for the Mexican mafia. 
12

  

¶ Nationwide, roughly 10 % of graffiti is created by violent gangs. Most taggers 

are not gang members, but virtually all gang members are taggers. Gang 

graffiti can usually be identified as such because the initials or name of the gang 

is placed above or before the tagger's moniker. 

ð ñGang graffiti is meant to create a sense of intimidation.......Gang members use graffiti to 

mark their territory or turf......and to challenge rivals....... When a neighborhood is marked 

with graffiti indicating territorial dominance, the entire area and its inhabitants become 

targets for violence...... Consequently, innocent residents are often subjected to gang violence 

by the mere presence of graffiti in their neighborhood. Once a gang takes root in a 

neighborhood, fear and intimidation create a self-perpetuating intractable crisis."
 13

 

¶ On the mainland, street gangs are no longer confined to big cities. Chapters of 

"mega-gangs" such as the "Crips" and "Bloods", now have thousands of members 

across the country who sell narcotics, steal cars, run extortion rackets, enslave 

prostitutes, and commit a host of other horrific crimes. Anyone who tries to stop 

them faces brutal punishment and death. Itôs important to note that Los Angeles 

experienced a decrease in violent crimes that statistically correlates to an 

explosion in the California adult prison population, due to enhanced law-

enforcement efforts and the ñThree-Strikesò law. Tagging is generally not an adult 

crime, and a large percentage of gang members are juveniles. 
14

 

MAINLAND -STYLE GANG VIOLENCE HAS ALREADY ARRIVED IN 

PARADISE. 

On July 8, 2009, an "L.A. style" drive by shooting occurred in Honolulu. This was at 

least the second gang-related shooting in 2009, and there were more in 2008.  

Hawai'i has a window of opportunity to stop this nightmare, because our gang population 

is still very small. However, if we fail to take bold action now, these gangs will  take root 

and grow like a cancer.  Kids will start joining neighborhood gangs to protect themselves 

                                                 
12

 ñProbe of One Death Leads to Alleged Plot for Gang Hitò; The Los Angeles Times (December 7, 2007) 

Written by Richard Winton and Sam Quiones. 
13

 ñWhy Gang Graffiti Is Dangerousò The Los Angeles Police Department; www.lapdonline.com (December 9, 

2007) 
14

 Californiaôs  ñThree Strikes Lawò was enacted by voters by passing Proposition 184 on November 9, 1994, and 

was codified in the California Penal Code §§ 667(b) through (i). Essentially, the law provides that any adult (not a 

juvenile unless charged as an adult) with three or more felonies can be sentenced to life in prison. 
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from other neighborhood gangs. This pattern has repeated itself in every major city on the 

mainland. ḣIt's a self-perpetuating, burgeoning crisis that's almost impossible to stop 

once gangs reach a "critical mass". In Los Angeles, estimates of the gang population 

range from 130,000 to over 200,000 individuals! They also out-gun the police with 

automatic assault weapons like AK47's.. 

If we act quickly and decisively, we have a window of opportunity in Hawai'i to wipe out 

these embryonic gangs before they become too large to stop.  The Malama Aina Act will 

give law enforcement one more tool to use in their battle with gangs.  
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The Symbiotic Effect Between Graffiti, Illegal Dumping, 

Litter, And  Other Forms of Blight. 

¶ A substantial body of research shows a symbiotic effect between litter, illegal 

dumping, and graffiti. The presence of any one of these forms of blight leads to 

increases in the other two. Previously, a study was referred to by Social Scientist 

Kees Keizer of the University of Groningen in the Netherlands. It's important to 

emphasize that he not only found that people were twice as likely to steal in an 

alley that was full of graffiti compared to a clean one.  BUT ALSO THAT 

SUBJECTS WERE TWICE AS LIKELY TO LITTER. 
15

 

¶ Itôs also more logistically more efficient and less costly to eradicate all forms of 
blight simultaneously. 

¶ Studies also show that when fresh graffiti is removed within twelve to twenty-four 

hours, the area is far less likely to be re-tagged.(See the last section in this paper 

ð ñWHAT WORKSéò) 

                                                 
15

 Study of Social Scientist Kess Keizer of the University of Croningen, the Netherlands; 

www.sciencenetlinks.com/sci_update (10/31/2009) 

 

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/sci_update
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Accepting the Unacceptableð   

 

HOW PERVASIVE BLIGHT  

ERODES ETHICAL STANDARDS.  

 

 

 

 

 Graffiti, or graffiti covered with mismatched paint, seems to be everywhere. It has 

literally become an intrinsic part of the landscape. This has the effect (for some people), of 

warping their understanding of what should be clear ethical and moral boundaries; ð common-

sense behavioral standards we need for a civilized society. This distortion of ethical standards is 

all-too common amongst societyôs "cultural elite", and given young people the misimpression 

there is nothing ethically  wrong with defacing someone elseôs property. 

 For example, expensive art galleries in cities like London, New York, and Chicago, and 

tax-payer funded museums in New York, Los Angeles, and Washington D.C., (See the 

advertisement for the Brooklyn Museum in the following pages) have staged major events to 

promote the work of graffiti vandals. The curators argue that tagging is not a crime because it is 

art; ḣ a fuzzy-logic-non-sequitur, that somehow escapes these urbane sophisticates.  
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Exhibition: London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A renaissance man, Goldie made his name 

as an exceptionally skilled graffiti artist, turning his 

hand to a variety of art forms before becoming one of the most famous 

DJs in the world. Goldieôs ever-evolving perspective, honed from a 

turbulent personal journey, informs his work in every way, as a man 

consumed by creativity and the pursuit of truth. As a pioneering force on 

the UK urban art scene in the early eighties, at a time when graffiti was 

far from the widely regarded art form it is today, Goldie forced the 

boundaries of public approval and continues to do so with his bold new 

body of work. LOVE OVER GOLD challenges our ideas of sexuality, 

allure and desire, encouraging viewers to embrace their own aesthetic, 

fulfill their own ideal and accept sexuality as something beautiful and 

intrinsically human.  

Goldie Press Coverage /Goldie Press Release 

 

 

LL OOVVEE  OOVVEERR  GGOOLL DD  

29 SEP 2007  

Leonard Street Gallery; 

 

In association with Eddie 

Lock presents LOVE OVER 

GOLD, an exhibition and 

installation by the acclaimed 

Goldie. 

 

 

http://www.tlsg.co.uk/files/media_releases/goldiepresscoverage.pdf
http://www.tlsg.co.uk/files/media_releases/GOLDIEPRESSRELEASE.pdf
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Exhibitions: Graffiti 

ð Brooklyn, New 

York  
 

Kwame Monroe, aka Bear 
(American, 20th century, 

deceased).  
 

TITLE OF WORK: ñSunday Afternoonò, 1984.  
Spray paint on canvas.  
Gift of Carroll Janis and Conrad Janis,  

June 30 ƄƄ September 3, 2006 
 

An exhibition of twenty large-scale graffiti paintings from such influential artists as Michael 
Tracy ("Tracy 168"), Melvin Samuels, Jr. ("NOC 167"), Sandra Fabara ("Lady Pink"), Chris 
Ellis ("Daze"), and John Matos ("Crash"), Graffiti explores how a genre that began as a 
form of subversive public communication has become legitimateðmoving away from the 
street and into private collections and galleries. Forms of graffiti have been discovered on 
ancient Roman and Mayan architecture and like today were both illegal and a form of 
communication. Modern graffiti, which is associated with hip-hop culture and spans all 
racial and economic groups, began in the mid- to late 1960s; it made its way to New York 
City and quickly became a phenomenon.  

Urban youth used the sides of subway trains and buildings as their canvases, 
reclaiming sections of their neighborhoods by "tagging" them with stylized 
renditions of their names or the names of the groups they formed. The self-taught 
graffiti artists turned the walls of public (and sometimes private) buildings into giant 
panoramas and subway cars into moving murals. Later, graffiti artists began to 
paint on canvas or large sheets of paper, attracting the attention of art dealers and 
collectors. One of the first dealers to collect graffiti was Sidney Janis. His heirs Carroll 
and Conrad Janis donated almost fifty works from his estate to the Brooklyn Museum in 
1999. Graffiti is drawn primarily from this gift and supplemented by material the Museum's 
Libraries and Archives. This exhibition is organized for the Brooklyn Museum by Charlotta 
Kotik, John and Barbara Vogelstein Curator and Chair, Department of Contemporary Art, 
Brooklyn Museum. 

 

ḣMedia Sponsor 

http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/
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THE ABSURDITY OF THE "ART VERSUS 

VANDALISMò DEBATE 

Some adults have had their critical thinking skills warped by a crime that has become so 

commonplace, appropriate outrage has been replaced by pro-active approval. 

The tacit acceptance of graffiti blurs the basic principles of right and wrong we all 

learned in kindergarten; respect for the property of others.  

 

Yes, graffiti is artḣ  

But architecture is also art. Stone walls 
are art. Billboards are art. Even freeways, 
tunnels and bridges are works of art; ḣ 
designed with an aesthetic component in 
mind.  

GGrraaff ff ii ttii   iiss  wwrroonngg  bbeeccaauussee  ii ttôôss  aarrtt  

ccrreeaatteedd  bbyy  ddeessttrrooyyiinngg  ssoommeeoonnee  eellsseeôôss  aarr tt.. 

GGrraaff ff ii ttii   iiss  wwrroonngg  bbeeccaauussee  ii ttôôss  aarrtt  tthhaatt  iiss  

iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  ootthheerrss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheeiirr   wwii ll ll ..  

GGrraaff ff ii ttii   iiss  wwrroonngg  bbeeccaauussee  ii tt  sstteeaallss  tthhee  rr iigghhtt  ooff   aarrttiissttiicc  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ffrroomm  

ootthheerrss..  GGrraaff ff ii ttii   iiss  wwrroonngg  bbeeccaauussee  ii tt  pprreevveennttss  ootthheerrss  ffrroomm  eexxppeerr iieenncciinngg  tthhee  

aaeesstthheettiicc  ooff   pprr iivvaattee  aanndd  ppuubbll iicc  pprrooppeerrttyy  iinn  wwaayyss  tthhaatt  aarree  mmeeaanniinnggffuull   ttoo  

tthheemm..   

Narcissistic taggers impose their aesthetic on the Devine art of nature; spray-

painting their monikers on trees, cliffs, shorelines. ḣ They attack culturally sacred sites 

with no consideration for others. For the most part, the "art" of taggers is an expression of 

anger, and an infantile desire for self-importance and power.  

One graffiti-vandal was quoted as saying; ñPrivate property is stolen property.ò  

People who believe that private property is stolen property are likely to 

commit more serious crimes. Having a thousand or a hundred thousand people who 

believe that private property is stolen property can bring down a city the size of New 



 

Study in Support of  
"THE MALAMA AINA ACT"  HB-2986 

A Comprehensive Act To Eliminate Graffiti & Illegal Dumping & Ancillary Crimes 

  

DDrraafftt  ddaatteedd::  0022//1122//22001100  

PPLLEEAASSEE  DDEESSTTRROOYY  AALLLL  EEAARRLLIIEERR  DDRRAAFFTTSS    

PPrreeppaarreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  2255
tthh
  HHaawwaaii `̀ii   SSttaattee  LLeeggiissllaattuurree  

BByy  MMiikkee  GGooooddmmaann  ((880088))  442288--99777799  ïï  MMoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iiss  aallssoo  aavvaaii llaabbllee  aatt  wwwwww..MMaallaammaaAAiinnaaAAcctt..oorrgg 

        

- 13 - 

York, which is what almost happened in the 1970ôs. (See the section in this paper 

titled: "The Lessons Learned In New York City.")  

Those of us who share the good fortune to call Hawaì i home, have a special 

responsibility to put an end to tagging, litter, and illegal dumping. These islands are truly 

sacred wonders of Creation. To live here is a blessing and privilege. It is therefore 

incumbent upon us to act as stewards of these islands, and to protect them from 

environmental and aesthetic damage; ñUa Mau Ke Ea O Ka Aina I Ka Pono.ò 
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THE ULTIMATE OUTRAGE ḣ COMPANIES WHO PROMOTE 

GRAFFITI, AND PROFIT FROM SELLING GRAFFITI 

IMPLEMENTS AND MEMORABILIA.  

 
Tagging is now a world-wide scourge because it is fueled by the power of the Internet. 

There are dozens, and possibly hundreds of websites that promote and profit from graffiti 

vandalism. They provide vandals with an international forum for peer recognition and 

camaraderie.  Vandals can display their work on Internet  ñgraffiti galleriesò,  communicate with 

their peers in ñchat roomsò and ñblogsò. 

 

These companies also sell tagging implements such as spray-paint, markers, etching 

tools, etc. They market "T"-shirts, jackets, and other memorabilia that appeals to the taggerôs 

sub-culture 
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NOTE: The word "Bombing"  in the vernacular of taggers, is where a group of taggers 

working together in a " crew", quickly attack a location or neighborhood with spray paint, and do 

as much damage as possible before the police arrive. In 2008, an entire neighborhood was 

"bombed" in Seattle Washington. Residents woke up and found their homes, light poles, stop 

signs etc. literally covered in graffiti. The cost to repair the damage was staggering. 


